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[ The development of the Maine Township (Illinois) Diagnostic and Remedial 

Learning Centers, a Title III/ESEA project, is described. The remedial learning centers, 
located in three elementary school districts and in one high school district, are termed 
model programs because they are designed to treat pupils in that one school. Each 
j learning center is staffed with a teacher consultant, reading specialists, and a 
learning disabilities teacher. The teacher consultant makes an initial educational 
| assessment and develops a prescriptive educational program either in the classroom 

j or with the specialists in individual or small group remedial classes. A basic tenet of 

[ this program is to provide continual diagnosis while an educational program is in 

progress. The teacher-consultant may refer the child to the diagnostic learning 
center for a more extensive multidisciplinary evaluation. Provisions for inservice 
training are made, including released time for workshops, conferences, and 
| observations. Another phase of this program includes counseling for parents of 

[ children with learning difficulties. Future developments of the project are discussed. 
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Children with learning disorders have probably been given as many 

special names as has any type of exceptional child Too often 

the classroom teacher's referral of a child to the "diagnostician" re- 
sulted in nothing more than a new name for the child’s problem. The 
teacher who referred a child who had difficulty in reading was apt to 
find out from the "diagnostician" that the youngster actually had 
dyslexia l Teachers have become more vocal in asking that the diagnostic 
process yield more information which will tell her how to better teach 
the child with learning disorders. * 

INTRODUCTION 

These words of Barbara Bateman aptly expressed the concerns of 
teachers and administrators in Maine Township High School District 207 
in Park Ridge, Illinois as they aspired to assist the teacher in helping 
children with learning difficulties to develop their full potential in 
reading and other communications skills. With the advent of the Title 
III, ESEA (PL 89-10) which in 1965 created a program known as PACE - 
Projects to Advance Creativity in Education, a select group of Maine 
Township teachers and administrators under the leadership of Mr. Ralph J. 
Frost, Assistant Superintendent of Schools addressed themselves to the 
task of preparing a project proposal for the establishment of a Learning 
Center for the Development of Reading and Communication Potential. Ap- 
plication for a Title III Planning Grant was prepared, submitted to the 
U. S. Office of Education, and subsequently awarded to the school dis- 
trict in order that a truly innovative and exemplary operational grant 
could be developed. 

Approval for the establishment of what was to become known as the 
Maine Township Diagnostic and Remedial Learning Centers was granted 
under Title III, ESEA, to High School District 207 on June 30, 1967, 
with a three year budget of $850,000. In August, the director began his 
duties, facilities were rented, and a staff of three teachers were re- 
quested to serve as the nucleus for implementation of the program. 

Through the cooperation of Dr. Richard R. Short, Superintendent of 
the High School District 207 and the superintendents of participating 
Maine Township elementary districts, the staff as of the beginning of 
1968 has increased to eleven full time members and the services of a 
part time psychologist and psychiatrist have been obtained. 

GENERAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

OF MAINE TOWNSHIP 

In order to develop a perspective understanding of the development 
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of the Maine Township Diagnostic and Remedial Learning Centers infor- 
mational data of the township is necessary. Maine Township is a rapidly 
expanding metropolitan, non-central city, a geographic area immediately 
to the northwest of Chicago, Illinois, with an estimated total population 
of 135,000 including approximately 40,000 school age children. A profes- 
sional staff of some 2000 members serve this school population in 35 
public elementary schools, 26 non-public elementary schools, 3 public 
high schools, and 2 non-public high schools. It is conservatively esti- 
mated that 67. (recent research findings would more realistically set 
this percentage somewhere between 10% and 15%) of the students within 
the boundaries of Maine Township High School District 207 have learning 
problems which are of the severity to interfere with regular class in- 
struction. To this time, supplementary help for these more than 2,400 
students and their teachers has been minimal because of the tremendous 
financial demands which have been placed on the community to provide a 
quality education for their children. Building and expansion programs 
alone have totaled more than $20,000,000 in the past three years in the 
township. 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE 

LEARNING CENTERS 

The Maine Township Diagnostic and Remedial Learning Centers intend 
to provide educational, diagnostic, and remedial services to selected 
students in Maine Township who are so handicapped by their inability to 
make use of the communications skills, particularly reading and writing 
skills, that their school experience becomes one of frustration and 
failure. Based on these needs the Diagnostic and Remedial Learning 
Centers propose: 

1. to provide a successful model program, K-12, for furnishing 
remediation and therapy to children experiencing any degree 
of reading and communication difficulties through a multi- 
disciplinary diagnosis, prescriptive teaching, and consul- 
tative services; 

2. to provide in-service training to increase teacher compe- 
tence in helping disabled learners; 

3. to provide an effective counseling program for parents of 
children with learning difficulties; 

4. to reclaim drop-outs by using the remedial and therapeutic 
services of the centers and a work-study program. 

In order to implement the foregoing objectives of the project a 
Diagnostic Learning Center was established in rented facilities which 
are centrally located to township schools. Remedial Learning Centers 
have been established in the high school district and three cooperating 
elementary school districts. The following diagram graphically presents 
the model concept upon which the program is based. 
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